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B.A. Programme Semester – II (2020) 

 

DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC CORE-COURSE (DSC) 

1. Economics  – Principles of Microeconomics-II 

2. Education  – Understanding Human Development  

3. English  – Selections from Modern Indian Literature 

4. Hindi  – Hindi Kavita (Madhya Kaal, Aadhunik Kaal) 

5. History  – History of India c. 300 to 1200 

6. Mathematics  – Algebra 

7. NHE  – Nutrition for the Family 

8. Political Science – Indian Government and Politics 

9. Sanskrit  – Sanskrit Prose 

ABILITY ENHANCEMENT COMPULSORY COURSE (AECC) 

MIL Communication 

(Any One out of following) 

English A/B/C 

Hindi 

Tamil A/B/C 

Urdu A/B/C 

English (Compulsory Paper) 

English A : English Language Through Literature 

English B : English Fluency 

English C : English Proficiency  
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1.     Economics - Principles of Microeconomics-II 

  Credit: 6 

Course Objective 

This is a sequel to Principles of Microeconomics–I covered in the first semester. The 

objective of the course is to introduce the students to different forms of market 

imperfections and market failures, input demand, factor incomes and international trade. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

This course helps the students to understand different forms of market imperfections and 

market failures observed in real life situations. The students learn about the environment 

where the standard market mechanism fails to generate the desirable outcomes. They 

develop a sense of how the production is distributed among the different factors of 

production and the demand for inputs. Some preliminary concepts of international trade 

are also covered in this course. 

Unit 1 

Market Structures 

Theory of a Monopoly Firm 

Concept of imperfect competition; short run and long run price and output decisions of a 

monopoly firm; concept of a supply curve under monopoly; comparison of perfect 

competition and monopoly, social cost of monopoly, price discrimination; remedies for 

monopoly: Antitrust laws, natural monopoly 

Imperfect Competition 

Monopolistic competition: Assumptions, SR and LR price and output determinations 

under monopolistic competition, economic efficiency and resource allocation; oligopoly: 

assumptions, oligopoly models, game theory, contestable markets, role of government 

Unit 2 

Consumer and Producer Theory 

Consumer and Producer Theory in Action 

Externalities, marginal cost pricing, internalising externalities, public goods; imperfect 

information: adverse selection, moral hazard, social choice, government inefficiency 

Markets and Market Failure 

Market adjustment to changes in demand, efficiency of perfect competition; sources of 

market failure: imperfect markets, public goods, externalities, imperfect information; 

evaluating the market mechanism 
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Unit 3 

Income Distribution and Factor pricing 

Input markets: demand for inputs; labour markets, land markets, profit maximisation 

condition in input markets, input demand curves, distribution of Income. 

Unit 4 

International Trade 

Absolute advantage, comparative advantage, terms of trade, sources of comparative 

advantage, trade barriers, free trade/ protectionism. 

References 

1. Bernheim, B., Whinston, M. (2009). Microeconomics. Tata McGraw-Hill. 

2. Case, K., Fair, R. (2007). Principles of economics, 8th ed. Pearson Education. 

3. Mankiw, N. (2007). Economics: Principles and applications, 4th ed. South 

Western. 

Keywords 

Imperfect competition, market failures, input demand, comparative advantage, 

international trade 
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2.     Education - (Understanding Human Development) 

Course Objectives 

This paper attempts to introduce students to theoretical frameworks and perspectives 

about human development in different socio-cultural contexts. It explores notions and 

experiences of childhood, adolescence and adulthood, situated in the milieu of family, 

neighborhood, community, educational institutions, workplace and society at large. This 

background includes an engagement with theories as well as some socio-cultural issues. 

Learning Outcomes 

On completion of this course, learners are expected to: 

• Build understanding of the various aspects of human development. 

• Deliberate upon the different social/educational/cultural realities associated with 

human development. 

• Explain the process of human development as it unfolds in diverse socio-cultural 

contexts. 

• Develop a critical perspective about social exclusion and inequality and its effect on 

human development 

• Develop the potential for perspective building with reference to inclusion and 

associated practices. 

UNIT I: CONCEPTUALIZING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT   

• Contextualising human development in Indian society 

• Characteristics and features of different stages of human development 

• Basic principles of human development. 

• Debates in human development: nature v/s nurture, continuity v/s discontinuity, 

universal v/s contextual. 

• Role of family, neighbourhood, school, community, and society at large in human 

development. 

UNIT 2: PERSPECTIVES ON HUMAN DEVELOPMENT   

Understanding the process of human development in Indian society with reference to: 

• Erikson’s theory of psychosocial development 

• Kohlberg’s theory of moral development 

• Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory of development 
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UNIT 3: SITUATING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE CONTEXT OF 

DIVERSITY   

• Diversity in the experiences of childhood and adolescence with reference to caste, 

class, gender, religion, language and region. 

• Issues and concerns stemming from social interaction: conflicts, prejudices, 

stereotypes, abuse and violence. 

• Concept of inclusion: historical background; educational practices for social 

inclusion. 

READINGS 

ESSENTIAL READINGS 

• Balagopalan, S, (2010). Introduction: Children’s Lives and the Indian Context. 

Journal for the History of Childhood and Youth, 18(3), 291-297. 

• Berk, L. E. (2013). Child Development. New Delhi: Prentice Hall of India. 

[Chapter 1 and 2] (pp 3-9 and pp 42-59) 

• Brown, B. B., Larson, R. W. & Saraswathi, T. S. (2002). The World’s Youth: 

Adolescence in Eight Regions of the Globe. NY: Cambridge University Press. 

[Chapter 4: Adolescence in India] 

• Kumar, S. (2015). Child Development and Pedagogy. New Delhi: Pearson. 

[Chapter 2: Socialization, pp 16-31 and Chapter 3: Cognitive and Moral 

Development, pp 35-60] 

• Mukunda, K. (2009). What did you ask at school today? Noida: Harper Collins 

Publishers. [Chapter 4: Child Development (pp 71-96)] 

• Ranganathan, N. (2000). The Primary School Child. New Delhi: Orient Longman 

[Chapter 4: Social Development, (pp 57-79)] 

• Woolfolk, A. (2017). Educational Psychology (13thEd.). New Delhi: Pearson. 

[Chapter 3 (pp 80-126) and Chapter 6 (pp 238-285)] 

• Ranganathan, N. & Wadhwa, T. (2017). Guidance and Counselling for Children 

and Adolescents in School. India: Sage Publication. [ Chapter 3: Understanding 

Children and Adolescents in School (pp. 23-43), Chapter 8: Dealing with 

Addiction and Abuse (pp. 103-115), Chapter 12: Coping with Stress and Anxiety 

(151-161)] 

• कुमार,संदीप(2017) नैतिक एवं संवेगात्मकववकास मेंमीडिया की भममकाू , भाररीय 
आधिनकु ममक्षा,एनसी ई ,2,37-44 

• मकंुदाूु,कमलावी॰ (2013)स्क ल मेंआजि मनेुक्या पछाू ?, अनवाद ुपवााू याज्ञिक 
कुजूवाहा,: एकलव्य प्रकाजून  (पाठ 4, पष्ठृ स॰ 73-94) 
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ADDITIONAL READINGS 

• Cole, M., Cole, S.R., & Lightfoot, C. (2004). The Development of Children (6th 

ed.). New York: Worth Publishers (Chapter 12 pp 429-443) 

• Holt, J (1974).  Escape from Childhood. Boston: E. P. Dutton. (Chapter 1, 2 and 

7) 

• Erikson, E. H. (1963). Childhood and Society. New York: Norton. 

• Greene, M. (1993). Diversity and Inclusion: Towards a Curriculum for Human 

Beings. Teachers College Records, 95(2), 211-221. 

• Mishra, A. (2007) Everyday life in a slum in Delhi: views of the children. In 

Deepak Kumar 

• Behera (ed.) Childhood in South Asia. New Delhi: Longman. 

• Slavin, R. E. (2012). Educational Psychology: Theory and Practice. USA: 

Pearson. [Chapter 12 (pp381-390)] 

• Tuli, M. (2012). Belief on Parenting and Childhood in India. Journal of 

Comparative Family Studies, 43(1), 81-91. 

• Vasantha, D. (2004) Childhood, work and schooling: some reflections. 

Contemporary Education Dialogue 4(2). pp 5-29 

AUDIO VISUAL MATERIAL: ACROSS UNITS 

• Children of Heaven. 1997. Directed by Majid Majidi. Iran: Miramax Films 

• Dharm. 2007. Directed by Bhavna Talwar. 

• Salaam Bombay. 1988. Directed by Mira Nair 

• Smile Pinky.2008. Directed by Megan Mylan 

• The Blue Umbrella. 2007. Directed by Vishal Bhardwaj (based on the novel by 

Ruskin Bond) 

• Stories of Girlhood. 2001. Samina Mishra 

• Children of the Pyre. 2008. Rajesh. S. Jala (for a discussion on 

childhood/adolescence) 

KEY WORDS 

Human Development 
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3.    English - Selections from Modern Indian Literature  

Course Statement 

The English Discipline-centric papers are designed to give students abroad yet deep 

understanding of English Literatures, both through canonical and translated literary 

texts and anthologies. It draws on current issues and ideas to familiarize students of 

writings in the West and in the Asian subcontinent. Different genres are introduced to 

give the students knowledge of cultural motifs and ideologies that would help in their 

understanding of the world. Starting with the ‘Individual and Society’ anthology that 

introduces them to significant contemporary issues like Caste and Globalization, the 

papers move on to texts from the European Renaissance, Victorian and Modern 

poetry and ends with some optional papers that a student may choose out of his/her 

interest. They include a paper on Modern Drama, Children’s Literature, Postcolonial 

Literature and Popular Literature. 

Course Objectives 

*  The course offers the BA Programme student an opportunity to study three 

years of English Discipline papers that enable them to go for further studies in 

English if they so desire 

* The course attributes to the students a working knowledge of how to read 

literary texts and enables them to use such knowledge to enhance and augment 

their professional job opportunities 

* The course introduces students to contemporary literary ideas and issues in an 

increasingly complex world 

* The course allows the student a familiarity with literary texts through different 

genres and time periods 

Course Contents  

DSC 1B 

Selections from Modern Indian Literature (Orient Longman, 2007) as follows: 

1. Short Stories: 6 Stories  

 Premchand, The Holy Panchayat 

R. K. Narayan, The M. C. C 

Basheer, The Cardsharper’s Daughter  

Sadat Hasan Manto, Toba Tek Singh  

Ambai, Squirrel 

Ishmat Chugtai, Lihaf 
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2.  Poems: 10 Poems 

Jibanananda Das, (i) ‘Windy Night’, (ii) ‘I Shall Return’  

Muktibodh, (i) ‘The Void’, (ii) ‘So Very Far’ 

Nissim Ezekiel,(i)‘Enterprise’,(ii) ‘Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa’  

Jayanta Mahapatra,(i)‘Hunger’,(ii)‘Dhauli’,(iii)‘Grandfather’ 

Sri Sri, ‘Forward March’ 

 

Keywords: Short Story in the Indian Context, Modern Indian Poetry 

Essential Readings 

Note: This is a literature-based programme, and students will be examined on all the 

prescribed readings in various sections of the syllabus. Therefore, all those texts are 

to be considered essential reading. 

Suggested Readings 

Theseprescribedtextsaremeanttobereadinthecontextoftheirparticulartimesofcompositi

on.The key words at the end of each paper indicate the issues and motifs that may 

interest the student to read about a particular writer or her time. Therefore, no 

suggested readings have been offered, so that these papers do not become burden 

some for students opting for English under the BA Programme. 
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5.     History - History of India, c. 300 to 1200  
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Keywords: 

Gupta age, early medieval, tripartite struggle, Rajputs, Cholas, Arabs, Ghaznavids, 

transregional exchange.  
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6.     Mathematics - Algebra 
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7.     NHE - Nutrition for the Family  

 

 

UNIT I : Basic Concepts of Meal Planning.   

• Food groups and concept of balanced diet.  
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8.     Political Science - Indian Government and Politics  

 

Unit 1 

Approaches to the Study of Indian Politics and Nature of the State in India: Liberal, 

Marxist and Gandhian  

Unit 2 

Indian Constitution: basic features, debates on Fundamental Rights and Directive 

Principles  

Unit 3 

Institutional Functioning : Prime Minister, Parliament and Judiciary  

Unit 4 

Power Structure in India: Caste, class and patriarchy  

Unit 5 

Religion and Politics : debates on secularism and communalism 
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Unit 6 

Parties and Party systems in India 

Unit 7 

Strategies of Development in India since Independence: Planned Economy and Neo-

liberalism 

Unit 8 

Social Movements: Workers, Peasants, Environmental and Women’s Movement 

 

Keywords 

Approaches, Constitution, Development, Institutions, Secularism, Social Movements 
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9.      Sanskrit - Sanskrit Prose  
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Ability Enhancement Compulsory Course (AECC ) 

ENGLISH – A/B/C 

Course Objectives 

Effective communication is an essential skill for success in any sphere of activity, from 

leadership responsibilities, teamwork, interviews, presentations, and inter-personal 

relations. This is a skill that needs to be taught in a systematic manner so that students 

imbibe the fundamentals of communication. The art of persuasive speaking and writing 

depends crucially on clarity of thought and contextual understanding expressed through 

appropriate vocabulary. 

The ability to think critically is crucial for a good communicator and involves an 

understanding of the communicative process. Therefore, we need to study every stage of 

this process systematically in order to be much more effective at communicating 

successfully – in interviews, public speaking, letter writing, report writing, presentations, 

and inter-personal debates and conversations. 

Learning Outcomes 

o Students will master the art of persuasive speech and writing. 

o Students will master the art of listening, reading, and analyzing. Students will 

spend the bulk of their time in class in practical exercises of reading and 

writing. 

o Students will develop critical thinking skills. 

o They will be introduced to established principles of academic reading and 

writing. 

Facilitating the Achievement of Course Learning Outcomes 

Unit 

No. 

Course Learning Outcomes Teaching and Learning 

Activity 

Assessment Tasks 

1. Understanding concepts Interactive discussions 

in small groups in 

Tutorial classes 

Reading material together 

in small groups initiating 

discussion topics 

participation in 

discussions 
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2. Expressing concepts 

through writing 

How to think critically 

and write with clarity 

Writing essay length 

assignments 

3. Demonstrating conceptual 

and textual understanding 

in tests and exams 

Discussing exam 

questions and 

answering techniques 

Class tests 

 

Course Content 

Unit 1 

Introduction 

Theory of communication, types and modes of communication (Introductions to all five 

sections) 

Unit 2 

Language of Communication 

Verbal and non-verbal, spoken and written 

Personal communication 

Social communication 

Business communication 

Barriers and Strategies 

Intra-personal Communication 

Inter-personal Communication 

Group communication 

Unit 3 

Speaking Skills 

Monologue 

Dialogue 

Group Discussion 

Effective Communication 

Mis-Communication 

Interview 

Public Speech 
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Unit 4 

Reading and Understanding 

Close Reading 

Comprehension 

Summary 

Paraphrasing 

Analysis 

Interpretation 

Translation from Indian languages to English and vice versa 

Literary/Knowledge, Texts  

Unit 5 

Writing Skills 

Documenting 

Report writing 

Making notes 

Letter writing 

Keywords 

Critical reading 

Comprehension 

Summary 

Paraphrase 

Translation 

Context 

Argumentation 

Perspective 

Reception 

Audience 

Evaluation 

Synthesis 

Verbal communication 
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Non-verbal communication 

Personal communication 

Social communication 

Barriers to communication 

Intra-personal communication 

Inter-personal communication 

Group discussion 

Miscommunication 

Public speech 

Literary knowledge 

Writing skills 

Documentation 

Report writing 

Note taking 

Letter writing 
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(BAPAECC01) (AECC) 

• Hkkf"kd lEizs"k.k ds Lo:i ,oa fl)karksa ls fo|kFkhZ dk ifjp; 

• fofHkUu ekè;eksa dh tkudkjh 

• izHkkoh lEizs"k.k dk egÙo 

• jkstxkj lEcU/kh {ks=ksa ds fy, rS;kj djuk 

Lukrd Lrj ds Nk=ksa dks Hkk"kk;h laizs"k.k dh le> vkSj laHkk"k.k ls lacaf/kr fofHkUu i{kksa ls 

voxr djok;k tk,xkA Hkk"kk ds 'kq) mPpkj.k] lkekU; ys[ku] jpukRed ys[ku rFkk rduhdh 

'kCnksa ls voxr gks ldsaxsA Hkk"kk dh le`f) ds fy, okrkZyki] Hkk"k.k] mlds iYyou] 

iqLrd&leh{kk] fQYe&leh{kk dk Hkh vè;;u dj ldsaxsA 

1- lEizs"k.k dh vo/kkj.kk vkSj egRo 

2- lEizs"k.k dh izfØ;k 

3- lEizs"k.k ds fofHkUu ekWMy 

4- vHkkf"kd laizs"k.k 

1- ekSf[kd vkSj fyf[kr  

2- oS;fDrd] lkekftd vkSj O;kolkf;d 

3- Hkzked lEizs"k.k (miscommunication) vkSj izHkkoh laizs"k.k esa varj 

4- lEizs"k.k esa pqukSfr;k¡ ,oa laHkkouk,a 

 

1- ,dkyki 

2- laokn 

3- lkewfgd ppkZ 

4- tu lapkj ekè;eksa ij laizs"k.k % daI;wVj&baVjusV] bZ&esy] CykWx] osclkbV 

1- O;fDrRo vkSj Hkkf"kd vfLerk&vk;q] fyax] oxZ] f'k{kk 

2- izHkkoh lEizs"k.k ds xq.k&'kq) mPpkj.k] Hkkf"kd lajpuk dh le>] Hkk"kk O;ogkj] 'kCn lkeF;Z] 

'kSyh&lqj&ygj] vuqrku] cyk?kkr 

3- izHkkoh O;fDrRo ds fuekZ.k esa lEizs"k.k dh Hkwfedk 
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References 

• fgUnh dk lkekftd lanHkZ&johUnzukFk JhokLro 

• laizs"k.k&ijd O;kdj.k% fl)kar vkSj Lo:i&lqjs'k dqekj 

• iz;ksx vkSj iz;ksx & oh-vkj-txUukFk 

• Hkkjrh; Hkk"kk fparu dh ihfBdk&fo|kfuokl feJ 

 

Additional Resources:

• dqN iwoZxzg&v'kksd oktis;h 

• Hkk"kkbZ vfLerk vkSj fgUnh&johUnzukFk JhokLro 

• jpuk dk ljksdkj&fo'oukFk izlkn frokjh 

• laizs"k.k% fparu vkSj n{krk& MkW- eatq eqdqy 
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Tamil Communication 

Tamil - A/B/C 

Course objectives:  

The course is designed to bring to the students the joy of learning Tamil language with 

utmost ease and productivity. The carefully selected lessons lead them step by step, 

giving such information only as is positively required, at the stage at which they have 

arrived. It presents English speaking students with a few lessons in which they may 

commence Tamil, and gradually acquire a thorough knowledge of the colloquial dialect, 

and afterwards an introductory knowledge of the grammatical dialect. The aim of the 

course is to enable the students to improve their communication skills in various practical 

day-today life situations and in their interactions with others. 

Course learning outcomes: 

The course will highlight the theories of communication, types of communication and 

language of communication so that they can avoid distortion in their communications and 

express clearly what they intend to convey. 
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Note : 

• For Student’s who have studied Tamil in class VIII or Above. 

• For Student’s who have not studied Tamil in any-level/Non-Tamil students. 
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Urdu A  (AECC) 
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Urdu-B - (AECC)  
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Urdu-C –  (AECC) 
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English ‘A’ - English Language through Literature 

 

COURSE CONTENT FOR SEMESTERS I / II 

Unit 1 

Understanding Everyday Texts 

This unit aims to help students understand that we are surrounded by texts So thinking 

about texts reading writing and comprehension are necessary life skills not merely 

language skills 

Reading: Texts may include reportage open letters campaigns social reports etc Students 

will practice skimming scanning analysing interpreting 

Writing: Descriptive passage making notes drafting points creating a program sheet 

paragraphs outlines drafts etc 

Speaking: Make short presentations 2-3 minutes long showcasing their understanding of 

any topical issues 
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Listening and responding to short presentations 

Grammar/Vocabulary: Tenses -- verb tenses and the ability to use them in a variety of 

contexts 

Suggested Readings: 

Edwards, Adrian ‘Forced displacement worldwide at its highest in decades’ 

UNHCRorgUNHCRhttp://wwwunhcrorg/afr/news/stories/2017/6/5941561f4/forced-

displacement-worldwide-its-highest-decadeshtml#Accessed 1 June 2018 

Jadhav, Radheshyam ‘Groom wanted: Trader peon…anyone but a farmer’ Times News 

Network 

1 Jan 2018 https://timesofindiaindiatimescom/city/chandigarh/groom-wanted- trader- 

peonanyone-but-a-farmer/articleshow/62321832cmsAccessed 1 June2018 

Knapton, Sarah ‘Selfitis’ -- the obsessive need to post selfies-- is a genuine mental 

Disorder say psychologists’ The Telegraph15 December 2017 

https://wwwtelegraphcouk/science/2017/12/15/selfitis-obsessive-need-post-selfies-genuine-

mental-disorder/Accessed 1 June 2018 

‘13 letters every parent every child should read on Children’s Day’ The Indian Express 

10 November 2014 

http://indianexpresscom/article/lifestyle/feelings/12-letters-every-parent-every-child-should-

read-on-childrens-day/Accessed 1 June 2018 

Unit 2 

Understanding Drama 

This unit focuses on dramatic texts centre human communication; the focus will be to see 

how speech is connected to character and situation 

Reading one-act/short plays to identify different elements of drama characterization/ 

conflict/ plot etc 

Writing: Rewriting dialogue for a character; writing an alternative playscript for a scene 

with stage directions; practicing expository writing; writing analytical pieces about the 

plays Speaking: Learning to use one’s voice and body to perform/enact a character 

Listening: Watching plays live or recorded; studying why actors perform the way they do 

Grammar/Vocabulary: Observing and learning the us of the first person/second 

person/third person address 

http://wwwunhcrorg/afr/news/stories/2017/6/5941561f4/forced-
http://wwwunhcrorg/afr/news/stories/2017/6/5941561f4/forced-
https://timesofindiaindiatimescom/city/chandigarh/groom-wanted
http://indianexpresscom/article/lifestyle/feelings/12-letters-every-parent-every-child-
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Suggested Readings: 

Lakshmi CS ‘Ambai’ ‘Crossing the River’ Staging Resistance: Plays by Women in 

Translation edited by Tutun Mukherjee Oxford: Oxford University Press 2005 
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Kumar E Santhosh ‘Three Blind Men describe an Elephant’ Indian Review 

http://indianreviewin/fiction/malayalam-short-stories-three-blind-men-describe-an-elephant-

by-e-santhosh-kumar/Accessed 1 June 2018 

Mistry Rohinton ‘The Ghost of FirozshaBaag’ Tales from FirozshaBaghMcClelland & 

Stewart 1992 

Joshi Umashankar ‘The Last Dung Cake’ The Quilt from the Flea-market and Other 

Stories Delhi: National Book Trust 2017 

 

http://indianreviewin/fiction/malayalam-short-stories-three-blind-men-describe-an-
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Grammar/Vocabulary: Register tone word choice 

Suggested Readings: 

https://www.wired.com/story/wikipedias-fate-shows-how-the-web-endangers-

knowledge/Accessed 18 July 2019 

Khanna Twinkle ‘Lesson from Frida: Backbone can win over broken spine’ in ‘Mrs. 

Funnybones’ The Times of India 16 September 2018 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/mrsfunnybones/ lesson-from-frida-backbone-can-

win-over-broken-spine/Accessed 13 June 2018 

Keywords 

Language through literature Verbal and written texts Social and ethical frameworks 

Listening and reading comprehension 

Argumentative descriptive and narrative writing styles Confident self-expression 

  

http://www.wired.com/story/wikipedias-fate-shows-how-the-web-endangers-
http://www.wired.com/story/wikipedias-fate-shows-how-the-web-endangers-
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English ‘B’ - English Fluency    

Course Objectives 

This course is intended for students who possess basic grammatical and vocabulary skills 

in English but may not be able to effectively communicate in their everyday contexts The 

course aims to equip them with skills that will help them interact with people around their 

personal institutional and social spaces The course will help students to 

• describe or express their opinions on topics of personal interest such as their 

experiences of events, their hopes and ambitions 

• read and understand information on topical matters and explain the advantages 

and disadvantages of a situation 

• write formal letters, personal notes, blogs, reports, and texts on familiar matters 

• comprehend and analyse texts in English 

• organise and write paragraphs and a short essays in a variety of rhetorical styles 

COURSE CONTENTS FOR SEMESTERS I / II 

Unit 1 

In the University 

Introducing oneself -- Note-making 

Pronunciation Intonation – Nouns, Verbs, Articles 

o Introduce yourselves as individuals and as groups -- group discussion exercise 

Take notes on your fellow students' introductions 

o Introduce characters from the text you are reading via posters 

Suggested Readings: 

Tales of Historic Delhi by Premola Ghose Zubaan. 2011 

Unit 2 

In the domestic sphere 

Diary/ Blog writing 

Modifiers, Prepositions, Conjunctions 

o Write a diary entry and convert it into a blogpost 

o Convert a transcript/ script/ piece of dialogue into a diary entry/ blogpost 

Suggested Readings: 

‘The Lost Word’ by Esther Morgan From New Writing, ed. Penelope Lively and George 
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Szirtes, Picador India, New Delhi, 2001. 

Squiggle Gets Stuck: All About Muddled Sentences: Natasha Sharma. Puffin Young 

Zubaan. 2016. 

Unit 3 

In public places 

CV Job applications Tenses and concord 

o Write the CV of a fictional character 

o Write the perfect job application for your dream job 

Suggested Readings: 

‘Amalkanti’ by Nirendranath Chakrabarti From Oxford Anthology of Modern Indian 

Poetry, ed. Vinay Dharwadkar and A.K. Ramanujan, OUP, New Delhi, 1994, pp 52-3. 

Extract from Bhimayana Srividya Natarajan and S. Anand. Navayana Publications. pp 

60-71. 

Unit 4 

In the State 

Research -- Filing an FIR, making an RTI request, submitting a consumer complaint 

Active & Passive voice; idioms 

o Find out what the procedure is for making a complaint about trees being cut in 

your neighbourhood 

o Draft a formal letter requesting information about the disbursal of funds 

collected by a residents' welfare association 

Suggested Readings: 

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak Random House UK, 2000. 

rtionline.gov.in/index.php 

consumerhelpline.gov.in/consumer-rights.phpwww.jaagore.com/know-your-

police/procedure-of-filing-firwww.consumercomplaints.in/municipal-corporation-of-delhi-

b100274 

Unit 5 

Interface with Technology 

Book/film reviews Punctuation 

o Write a review of a text you have read in class 

http://www.jaagore.com/know-your-police/procedure-of-filing-fir
http://www.jaagore.com/know-your-police/procedure-of-filing-fir
http://www.consumercomplaints.in/municipal-corporation-of-delhi-b100274
http://www.consumercomplaints.in/municipal-corporation-of-delhi-b100274
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o Record a collaborative spoken-word review of the latest film your group have all 

seen 

Suggested Readings: 

Priya’s Shakti: Ram Devineni, Lina Srivastava and Dan Goldman. Rattapallax, 2014. 

wwwpriyashakticom/priyas_shakti/ 

Kennedy, Elizabeth. "Breakdown and Review of 'Where the Wild Things Are'." 

ThoughtCo, Jul. 3, 2019, thoughtco.com/where-the-wild-things-are-maurice-sendak-

626391. 

Keywords 

Effective communication Listening 

Speaking 

Reading and writing Communicative tasks and activities Familiar contexts 

Professional contexts Social contexts 

  



47 
 

English ‘C’ - English Proficiency  

 

COURSE CONTENTS FOR SEMESTER I / II 

Unit 1 

Reading and Comprehension - I 

Note: The unit names are indicative only and identify core language areas that are 

targeted through the course. The learning of various language skills needs to happen in 

an integrated fashion. It is therefore imperative that for every unit learners should work 

through the whole range of tasks in the prescribed readings irrespective of the title of the 

unit. 

o Short and simple passages from the prescribed books 

o These texts are to be used to enhance reading and comprehension skills of 

learners through various textual tasks such as reading aloud, sentence 

completion, true / false activities, re-ordering jumbled sentences, identifying 

central ideas, supplying alternative titles, attempting short comprehension 

questions, etc. 

o Learners are encouraged to exploit the recommended books beyond the 

prescribed sections 

o The end-semester examination will include the testing of the comprehension of 

an unseen passage of an equivalent level 
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Suggested Readings: 

A Foundation English Course for Undergraduates: Reader I, Delhi: Oxford University 

Press, 1991, pp. 1 - 36 Units 1 - 6 

Everyday English Delhi: Pearson, 2005, pp. 1 - 15 Units 1 - 3 & 21 - 31 Units 5 - 6 

Unit 2 

Learning about words 

Students cultivate the habit of using a dictionary to learn about words - their spelling, 

pronunciation, meaning, grammatical forms, usage, etc. Students are introduced to word 

associations, the relationships between words – synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, 

homophones. They learn the use of prefixes and suffixes; commonly confused words; 

phrasal verbs and idioms 

The specific reading prescribed for this unit is to be used in conjunction with the 

vocabulary sections in the other recommended course texts, where activities like 

matching, sorting, and fill- in-the-blanks are used to engage the learners with words. 

As a semester-long project the learners could be required to prepare 'mini-dictionaries' of 

their own, consisting of unfamiliar words they come across on a daily basis 

Suggested Readings: 

Everyday English Delhi: Pearson, 2005, pp. 36 - 43 Unit 8 

Unit 3 

Basic Grammar Rules - I 

Subject-verb agreement; tenses; modals; articles; prepositions; conjunctions 

The prescribed reading for this unit is to be supplemented by the grammar tasks contained 

in the other recommended course books to provide intensive practice to learners 

Suggested Readings: 

Developing Language Skills I, Delhi: Manohar, 1997, pp. 186 - 195 & 206 - 209 Units 2 

3 & 5 of the 'Grammar' section 

Unit 4 

Writing Skills - I 

This section will introduce students to the structure of a paragraph; they will write a short 

guided composition of up to 100 words. These skill is to be practised through activities 

such as supplying topic sentences to given paragraphs, completing given paragraphs, 
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expressing given facts or information from tables and expressing it in paragraphs, re-

ordering jumbled sentences, and then re-writing them as connected paragraphs, using 

suitable linking devices etc. 

Relevant sections from the other recommended course books are to be used for this 

purpose in addition to the prescribed reading for this section 

Suggested Readings: 

Everyday English, Delhi: Pearson, 2005, pp. 21 - 31 Units 5 - 6 

A Foundation English Course for Undergraduates: Workbook I, Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, 1919, pp. 1 - 31 Units I - V 

Unit 5 Conversing- I 

Students will learn to listen to the sounds of English; the essentials of English 

pronunciation; conversational formulae used for greetings. After introducing themselves 

and others, students will learn correct modes of thanking, wishing well, apologizing, 

excusing oneself, asking for and giving information, making offers and requests, and 

giving orders. 

In addition to the prescribed reading for this unit, the 'Speaking' sections at the end of the 

first five units of the Everyday English text should be used 

Suggested Readings: 

Developing Language Skills I, Delhi: Manohar, 1997, pp. 8 - 26 Units 1 - 5 of 'Oral 

Communication: Speech Patterns' 

Note: The entire course is practical in nature The prescribed readings are rich in tasks and 

activities that aim at developing essential language skills. Working their way through 

these tasks will give the learners hands-on practice in the use of these skills. 

References 

A Foundation English Course for Undergraduates: Reader I, Delhi: Oxford University 

Press,1991 

A Foundation English Course for Undergraduates: Workbook I, Delhi: Oxford 

University Press,1991 

Everyday English, Delhi: Pearson, 2005 

Developing Language Skills I, Delhi: Manohar, 1997 

Additional Resources: 

English at the Workplace, Delhi: Macmillan, 2006   
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o Reading Comprehension - 25marks 

o Vocabulary - 15marks 

o Grammar - 15marks 

o Written composition - 10marks 

o Oral communication - 10marks 

Keywords 

English proficiency Reading 

Writing Speaking Listening Pronunciation Comprehension Vocabulary Syntax Grammar 

Composition Conversation 
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